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agree with in general, rather hastily referred the case in question to the 
same category. A second glance would hardly have seen either bravado 
or foolhardiness in the capture of a snake of which an alcoholic specimen 
just previously examined, had given incontrovertible proofs of its utter 
harmlessness. — W. H. Dall. 

The Black Vulture in Maine. — I had sent me (shot in this neigh- 
borhood) a good specimen of the Black Vulture (Cathartes atratus), the 
first one I ever knew so far east ; and also a fine specimen of the Purple 
Galliuule {Gallinula martinica). — G. A. Boardman, Calais, Me. 

MICROSCOPY. 

Method of Preserving Animal Specimens for fine dissection. — 
Microscopists will read with interest a very simple method of preserving 
animal specimens for fine dissection. It is described by Dr. Alcock. The 
advantages of the plan are very perfect preservation; no necessity for 
closing up, so that the specimen cannot be got at ; no fear of losing a 
valuable dissection from accidental evaporation, as when spirit is used ; 
lastly, cheapness. The method adopted is to prepare a saturated solution 
of corrosive sublimate in alcohol, and when a dissection in water is in 
progress, a small quantity — half a teaspoonful — of the solution is to be 
added from day to day if the slightest appearance of putrefaction is ob- 
served, but no more of it is used than is. absolutely necessary; and by the 
time the dissection is completed, the specimen has become imperishable 
from the union of the corrosive sublimate with the tissues, and it may 
then be kept in pure water, either open or mounted, in the usual way. — 
Quarterly Journal of Science, London. 

GEOLOGY. 

The EozoSn in Essex County. The remains of this, the oldest form 
of animal life thus far discovered on our globe, and found in the azoic 
[Laurentian] rocks of Ottawa, Canada, have, it is confidently believed, 
been within a few days detected in the serpentine of our "Devil's Den." 
The animal, if it may be so called, has been arranged by naturalists among 
the rhizopods, and would seem to have been a jelly-like living mass, 
spreading out on the bottom of the sea, capable of secreting calcareous 
partitions, and thus forming small chambers or cells, the interior of 
which has become filled by serpentine, which was deposited from the 
waters of the ocean, and took the place of the decomposing animated 
mass. This discovery, resulting from a visit of Prof. T. Sterry Hunt of 
Montreal to our neighborhood, will excite new interest in our limestone 
and serpentine quarry among geologists, and throw additional light upon 
the character and age of the rocks in this region. 

Mr. Edwin Bicknell (Preparator of the Peabody Academy of Science, 
Salem), has, by a careful microscopic comparison of a specimen of Eo- 
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zoon, furnished by Dr. Dawson of Montreal, with one from the Devil's 
Den, fully established the discovery. In a letter from Mr. Bicknell which 
we have seen, he says — "I have no hesitation in saying, if the Canadian 
specimen is Eozoon, the Newburyport one is also." — H. C. Perkins. 
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Prof. A. E. Verkill read a paper "On the comparison of the Coral 
Faunas of the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts of the Isthmus of Darien, as 
bearing on the supposed former connection between the two Oceans. 
The question of a former connection between the Atlantic and Pacific, 
across the Isthmus of Darien, has very important bearings both in Zool- 
ogy and Geology. With many geologists it has been a favorite and con- 
venient theory to account for climatic changes in Europe by a depression 
of the Isthmus sufficient to allow the Gulf Stream to flow into the Pacific. 
Admitting a connection it does not necessarily follow that the Gulf Stream 
would flow into the Pacific, for a current in the opposite direction might 
result, while with a shallow channel, owing to the difference in the tides 
(twenty-two feet at Panama and about two at Aspinwall) it is probable 
that the flow would be first one way and then the other. The evidence 
from Geology is quite insufficient to establish the theory, and the facts 
cited have in most cases proved unreliable. The zoological evidence is 
mainly the occurrence of identical and closely allied species on both 
sides. Thus of mollusca about fifteen hundred species occur upon the 
west tropical coast, of which Dr. P. P. Carpenter enumerates thirty-five 
species as identical upon the two coasts ; thirty-four as doubtful, but pos- 
sibly identical ; and sixty-seven that are closely allied, but evidently dis- 
tinct. Since his lists were published other species have been added to 
them, among which Paphnjdia bullata, a common West Indian shell, 
which has recently been received with Codakia tigerina from the Gulf of 
California, by the Museum of Yale College. Dr. Stimpson admits eight 
or ten species of Crustacea as identical, and although Mr. Ordway has 
separated the Callinectes of the west coast satisfactorily, there are other 
identical species among the large collections recently received from that 
coast by the Museum of Yale College, through Mr. Bradley and others, 
so that of about 150 species of Decapods, ten or twelve appear to be per- 
fectly identical, not showing even varietal differences. Among 173 species 
of marine fishes from both coasts Dr. Giinther regards fifty-seven as 
identical. Mr. Gill would, however, separate some of these forms, but 
the general result would still remain the same, since certain species 
do not show even varietal differences. The Echinoderms of the two 
coasts have been examined and tabulated by the author * and gave very 
different results, for of eighty-two species found on the west coast none 

•Transactions of tbe Connecticut Academy, Vol. I, p. 339, 1867. 



